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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. DON DUNSTAN. 
8.2.72 
SUBJECT; G.M.H. LAY OFF 
The stand down of 6,000 workers from G.M.H. in South Australia was 
a disastrous blow to the State's economy in a period of already 
eroding national unemployment, the Premier (Mr. Dunstan) said 
today. 
Mr, Dunstan said that the stand down was the result of industrial 
trouble in Victoria and it was a situation over which the South 
Australian State Government had no power to act. 
Mr. Dunstan said that when the news came through from G.M.H. 
today he instructed officers of his Department to contact 
trade union leaders and governmental officers in Victoria 
and ascertain the precise situation as it stands at the moment. 
"However, it would appear that the parties are deadlocked in 
such a way that the national economy is now being seriously 
jeopardised since this massive lay off will have a multiplying 
effect in all consumer industries." 
Mr, Dunstan said that he intended to contact Sir Henry Bolte 
and the President of the A.C.T.U., Mr, Hawke, in the morning to 
discover if there were any action that the State Government could 
take to assist to resolve the problem. 
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